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where they come to our city markets.
They may be grown in temperate
climates if the seedlings are well
started in the greenhouse.

VARIETIES OF LESS IMPORTANCE : The
orange or CHTTO MELON (Cucumis
melo, var. chito] is also called MANGO
MELON, melon apple, vine peach, gar-
den lemon, and vegetable orange.
This melon is used for preserving, but
is not palatable raw. It is sometimes
grown for ornamental purposes, as
the ripe fruits do resemble oranges
growing on a vine. The DUDAIM
MELON (Cucumis melo, uar. du~
daim), also called pomegranate
melon, or Queen Anne's pocket
melon, is about the size of a lemon
and, though inedible, is cultivated for
its fragrant odor. The SNAKE MSLON
(Cucumis melo, var. ftexuosiis) is
soinetinies called snake cucumber.
The PINEAPPLE MELON (Cucumis
md&t z?ar. saccharinus] has a very
sweet flesh and will keep as a winter
melon until Christmas.

SOIL AND CLIMATIC REQITIREMENTS:
Melons are high-temperature crops
and require from 75 to 130 days of
warm growing weather, depending
upon the variety being grown. They
sfoould be grown in full sun where
*ibcy will get good circulation of air,
Tfec long-season varieties may be
in temperate regions if they
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are given a good indoor start and
then placed in a protected spot in the
garden, preferably with a southeast
exposure; where the damaging cold
winds of spring and fall cannot reach
them. They require sandy loam soils,
properly drained and with sufficient
lime and organic matter to give good
root growth. They also want a steady
supply of moisture, although the soil
should be dry enough to be pene-
trated to considerable depths by the
roots. Barnyard manure is a good
fertilizer for melons, but it should be
well rotted before it is plowed under.
However, soil for cantaloupes, espe-
cially, should not be too fertile in
nitrogen, but should contain a good
supply of lime and potash.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: In the tem-
perate regions, outdoor melons are
necessarily the comparatively short-
season varieties. The seed is usually
sown out-of-doors in the spring after
the soil is warmed and all danger of
frost is past. They will benefit by any
protection that can be given them,
such as transparent caps over the
hills, or boards set up on the north
and west sides of the plants, or even
panes of glass around them, to pro-
tect the seedlings against cold winds.
The seed may be grown in the green-
house, but must be grown in pots or
veneer bands so that the roots will be
disturbed as little as possible when
they are transferred to the field. They
do not do well if the roots are broken
in transplanting. The seed is sown
about May 10 to 15, and the fruits
should be ready to pick by the latter
part of August The hills are spaced
4 to 6 feet each way, depending oa
the variety. The later varieties should
be given more room. Melons can be
grown over trellises, in which case